
Dear fellow BNGAP community members,

As we step into February, we are excited to share updates,

opportunities, and reflections that continue to move our mission

forward. This month holds special significance as we recognize

Black History Month, a time to honor the resilience, excellence,

and immeasurable contributions of Black leaders—past and

present—who have shaped medicine, science, and advocacy. At

BNGAP, this observance reinforces our commitment to

advancing equity, amplifying Black voices, and cultivating

pathways for the next generation of diverse healthcare leaders.

February also marks a milestone moment for our organization.

We invite you to register for the BNGAP 15th Anniversary

Confernece. This event will commemorate fifteen years of

impact, mentorship, and community building, while looking

ahead to the future we are continuing to create together. We

encourage all members, partners, and supporters to register and

join us as we celebrate this incredible journey.

In addition, we are proud to highlight the upcoming National

LGBT Health Workforce Conference, an important forum

focused on strengthening an inclusive, affirming, and

representative healthcare workforce. This conference aligns

closely with BNGAP’s mission to address health disparities and

ensure that all communities are seen, supported, and served

with dignity and excellence.

Thank you for your continued engagement, advocacy, and

dedication to BNGAP. We look forward to connecting with you

throughout the month and hope you will take part in the

meaningful events ahead.

With gratitude,
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BNGAP CELEBRATES BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

Dr. Deion Ellis is a 2022 graduate of the University of New

Mexico School of Medicine, current PGY3 Physical Medicine &

Rehabilitation resident at the University of Colorado, and a

passionate advocate for diversity, equity, and inclusion in

medicine, having served as president of the UNM chapter of the

Student National Medical Association and as a key organizer of

the School of Medicine’s Black History Month events.  In his

Black History Month Celebration speech, Ellis reflects on the

significance of Black History Month not only as a time to honor

the achievements and sacrifices of African Americans in the

United States, but also as a moment to confront personal and

systemic biases, acknowledge ongoing challenges in healthcare,

and inspire future progress toward a more just and

representative medical community. 

Click image to view video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rnXwK6hl6vE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rnXwK6hl6vE


My name is Dr. Eric Bortnick, and I am an Assistant Professor in the

Department of Urology at Yale University.  

 

I am conducting a qualitative study to better understand the

medical school surgical experience. Specifically, we are seeking to

assess the experiences, perspectives, and potential impact of

medical school surgical training on the decision to go into a surgical

residency program and how future experiences in a surgical

residency do or do not align.

 

I am looking to interview participants who have started a surgical or

surgical subspecialty residency but then left the program prior to

completion.  

 

Interviews will be conducted over video conference and will be

recorded and confidential. 

 

If you are interested in participating, please let me know and I

would be happy to provide more information as needed and/or

provide the complete consent form for the study.  

 

Eric.bortnick@yale.edu

 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

Appreciatively, 

Eric  

 

Eric Bortnick, MD MMSc-Medical Education 

Assistant Professor – Department of Urology 

Yale School of Medicine 
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QUALITATIVE STUDY ON MEDICAL SCHOOL SURGICAL
EXPOSURE
Y a l e  S c h o o l  o f  M e d i c i n e  |  Y a l e  N e w  H a v e n  H o s p i t a l

mailto:Eric.bortnick@yale.edu
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THE BNGAP 15  ANNIVERSARY CONFERENCE IS HERE!TH

https://bngap.org/medical-education/
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THE BNGAP 15  ANNIVERSARY CONFERENCE IS HERE!TH



3 NATIONAL LEADERSHIP AWARDS, to recognize entities (two individuals and

one organization/institution) that have led in the development of a diverse pre-

faculty workforce. The awards highlight entities that have exhibited commitment,

scholarship, and dedication to the development of a pre-faculty workforce that can

drive the educational, research, and service excellence to ensure quality care for all.

Applicants should describe how their efforts, either through exceptional

educational, research and/or leadership/service-related activities are innovative and

can build and sustain a diverse academic workforce.

1) Junior Leadership Award 

2) Health Professional Leadership Award 

3) Organizational/Institutional Leadership Award 

Applications due February 15, 2026, 11:59PM PST

Please send application and supporting materials as .pdf to Cheryl Brewster EdD

(BNGAPCoordinator@gmail.com)

Guidelines for Entry

Must be enrolled as a member of BNGAP by February 15, 2026, 11:59PM PST 

(Enroll for FREE at https://bngap.org/registration/). 

Primary applicant must be a paid, nonrefundable registrant for the conference by

February 15, 2026, 11:59PM PST

Link here
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THE BNGAP 15  ANNIVERSARY CONFERENCE IS HERE!TH

F r i d a y  M a y  1 ,  2 0 2 6  –  S a t u r d a y  M a y  2 ,  2 0 2 6

https://bngap.org/awards-pre-faculty/


Join our community today!
Register at www.BNGAP.org/registration
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BNGAP ACADEMIC MEDICINE SEMINAR 
U n i v e r s i t y  O f  O k l a h o m a  C o l l e g e  o f  M e d i c i n e  ( R E S C H E D U L E D )

https://www.linkedin.com/company/building-the-next-generation-of-academic-physicians/
https://www.instagram.com/_bngap/
https://www.facebook.com/bngap
https://www.linkedin.com/company/building-the-next-generation-of-academic-physicians/
https://www.instagram.com/_bngap/
https://www.facebook.com/bngap
http://www.bngap.org/registration

